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Community Based Outcome Monitoring Project finds that
46% of participants had sex while drunk or high
Written by Yesenia Guzman and Edited by Sergio M. Aviña
Introduction: JWCH has been funded directly by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) to provide Healthy Relationships (HR) since 2004. The Community Based Outcome
Monitoring Project (CBOP) was a two-year CDC-funded project, evaluating the effectiveness of HR.
It was planned and implemented from start to finish with a collaborative spirit. HR is a prevention
for positives program, targeting homeless and at-risk for homelessness African-American and
Latino men aged 18 and above from downtown Los Angeles and surrounding areas.
Methodology: CBOP conducted outcome and process evaluation on the delivery of HR. Only
individuals who were enrolled into HR were allowed to participate in CBOP. CBOP’s objective was
to assess changes in client behavior and factors associated with those changes by monitoring
participants’ self-reported risk behaviors at 90- and 180-days after participating in HR. Client
health service utitlization was also monitored to determine whether participants accessed targeted
referrals after participation in HR. Data collection ended as of August 30, 2008, and data analysis
is currently ongoing.
Results: 149 HR participants were recruited for CBOP participation, and 130 of those were enrolled
into CBOP. Retention rates for 90- and 180-day follow-ups exceeded program goals at 89.3% and
88.4%, respectively. The majority of participants identified as African American (56%) and Latino
(28%). 91% of participants identified as male with 9% identifying as transgendered. 70% were
living in non-permanent housing. 6% had traded sex for money in the last 90 days. These were the
most common risk factors: 46% had sex while drunk or high, and 25% had sex with anonymous
sex partners. Three was the average number of sex partners, and 71% of all participants identified
with at least one risk factor in the last 90 days. Data analysis on behavior change across 90- and
180-day follow-ups is not complete. Results can be provided in the future.
Conclusions: CBOP data collection and monitoring allowed HR program management and staff to
examine the delivery of the curriculum and its effects in a more qualitative manner, hence increasing
the accuracy of HR’s measured success. The CBOP experience allowed JWCH the opportunity
to reassess and increase its capacity with process and outcome monitoring. Additionally, the
planning and implementation of an evaluation project within an existing program was challenging;
however, it was extremely useful in achieving a succesful outcome.
Policy Implications: The science behind HIV prevention activities continues to be challenged on an
ongoing basis. Evaluation activities help validate and improve prevention work. Vast improvements
can be made in this field through: (1) funding and implementation of additional outcome monitoring
and evaluation projects; (2) continued guidance and capacity building assistance in the area of
evaluation; and (3) increased collaborative efforts in the area of evaluation among the CDC, state
and city government, research institutions, the private sector, and non-profit organizations.
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Statement
from the
Founder

Big Plans
for 2009
By Jeffrey C. King

W

elcome to our
anniversary edition
of Message In The
Meantime. This
edition is dedicated to the Doer. A
Doer is someone who constantly
commits himself or herself to action
that creates positive change and
impacts the lives of others.
In The Meantime has entered
into its ninth year of operations
as a 501(c)(3) community service
organization. We continue to focus
specifically on the wellness needs
of Black gay, SGL and bi-sexual
4
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men. We give thanks for our
journey as it is like the journeys
of countless Black LGBT people
all over the world. On a local level
more than 2,000 Black men have
passed through our programs and
activities in 2008 alone.
We have been in the midst
of a movement that has come
into the fullness of its purpose
and mission. In the meantime
we continue to rise, providing a
positive flow of peace, power and
profound wellness. Our community
continues to propel us forward
while challenging us to be better
and do even more than before.

At the end of 2008, In The
Meantime’s Board of Directors
wrote a mission statement that
clearly articulates our current
position on the planet. In the
meantime we reflect upon a
mission established over eight
years ago that has been fulfilled.
We now see an even brighter
future that is firmly grounded in the
following unanimous statement.
In The Meantime Men’s
Group, Inc.’s mission “is to enrich,
empower and extend the lives of
Black men, respectful of sexual
orientation and age through social,
educational, as well as health and
wellness programs and services.”
After much discussion, debate
and deliberation, our dedicated
board of directors voted to approve
this succinct statement as the truth
of In The Meantime today.
We are proud of our
contributions thus far and anticipate
that our work will continue to
manifest itself in the form of
advocacy, community building,
education, empowerment, outreach
and prevention.

W

e have aggressively
begun the work of
future strategizing
and rolling out our 5
year/10 point plan.
Working closely with our local
community stakeholders, board of
directors and program participants,
we have begun the second phase
of our development.
Our focus for 2009 includes
“PROJECT HOME” a Black men’s
drop-in wellness center.
The lower level of the center
will house our three successful
prevention programs, two of which

target young adult (aged 18-29)
African American men, a Wellness
Conference for African American
gay men, a three-day Unity Men’s
Empowerment Retreat and a host
of community cultural activities
and events. In addition to these
services, ITMT will also facilitate a
resource referral service and case
management desk, office space for
HIV/AIDS testing (testing available
on established days of the week),
peer counseling/para-professional
and professional mental health
counseling office (onsite and
referral services available upon
request).
The upper level will include
a computer lab, a social lounge
with a pool table, flat screen TV, a
library, reading room and additional
meeting space for 60 men.
ITMT is proposing this
project because currently there
are insufficient facilities that are
designed to address the growing
needs for safe spaces and
locations for Black gay men to heal,
grow and be nurtured. This safe
haven will be available six days per
week.
We have established an
intention to do even greater work
for our people and we know that it
is supported and it will be done and
done well. And so it is.
“Welcome Home Brothers,
This One’s for You.”
There will be much to share as
the year progresses. We hope that
you will join us as we continue to
grow and expand In The Meantime.
Until then, we wish you peace,
power and prosperity.
Jeffrey C. King is Executive Director of
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.
9th Year Anniversary Edition 2008
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“I never thought I had to be better because I was Black,
or because I was gay. I had to be better because I was
responsible for thousands of people with the virus.”

Elliot Johnson
Doing for the Community
By Stanley Bennett Clay

T

his is the fact. Elliot Johnson
has been at the forefront in
the battle against arguably
the greatest health threat to
the Black and Black gay community
in American history: AIDS and HIV.
“In 1977 I was invited by the
County of Los Angeles to join the
Chief Administration Office,” the
openly-gay native New Yorker recalls.
“I was eventually invited to join the
Health Department in 1980, even
though I knew nothing about health.
Then in the mid-eighties the AIDS
epidemic broke wide open and gay
white folks mobilized. They forced
the county to build a stand-alone
clinic on the USC campus. Now once
they built it, the county, which was
very homophobic at the time, didn‘t
know what the hell to do with it. Then
my secretary asked me to help her
carry some packages from her car,
which was parked all the way on the
other side of the campus, near the
new AIDS building. So as we passed
6
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the building, she said, ‘Why don’t
you go in and take a look?’ So I did.
I was horrified! There were boxes
everywhere, people running around,
but no one was in charge. There were
no physicians. There were no nurses.
There was nothing. Total bureaucratic
apathy. Now I’m the kind of person
who does not like chaos, so at that
very moment, I took charge.”
Johnson ultimately became the
Chief Administrator of Los Angeles
County + USC Medical Center HIV/
AIDS Outpatient Medical Services,
the largest HIV/AIDS comprehensive
outpatient clinic in Los Angeles
County, creating a service template
that has been the working model for
health agencies throughout the world.
“I wanted to make sure that we
would have a system of care unlike
any other,” he recalls. “We provide
each patient with a physician, a
physician’s assistant, a nurse and
a social worker. We agreed that we
would do major research and we
agreed that it would be the very best.”
As lofty as these goals were,

Johnson realized that he didn’t
have a budget, so with a dogged
determination, he leaned on the
county and people that he knew
to create a war chest of some $22
million.
Although Johnson admits that it
was his sense of order, not passion,
that first drew him to the growing
epidemic, it was the human element
that ultimately ignited his soul.

“People were dying,” he
remembers. “They were dying in our
hospital. They were dying on their
way to the clinic. It was like a fire that
was expanding exponentially.
“In the county of Los Angeles
there was no one responsible for
this population. Understanding this,
I made this my organization. And in
making this my organization, I was
concerned with the level of care.
9th Year Anniversary Edition 2008
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vities
helps

“I personally interacted with
people with the virus and recognized
they needed someone to advocate
for them. It was not unusual that
when someone with the virus would
pass that I would give the eulogy in
the church because the pastor would
refuse to do it. It was not unusual to
find people with the virus living under
a bridge somewhere because their
family had kicked them out, or to find
them living in someone’s garage with
people refusing to touch them, to
feed them, or making them eat with
plastic utensils. Seeing human beings
subjected to this sort of depravity:
that caused me to change. It ignited
my passion. I realized that I had to
stand up. I had to provide the best
service that I could.”
The more Elliot Johnson threw
himself into the work as an executive
and an administrator, the more he
realized that there were gaps. One
of the many programs he pulled out
of chaos was the on-line AIDS Drug
Assistant Program (ADAP), which
provided medication for those living
with the virus in jail and on skid row.
His outreach to churches and
synagogues resulted in a program
that provides daily lunches to clients,
a program Johnson started 25 years
ago, a program that is still going
strong to this day.
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do, we would do it well. I never
thought ‘woe is me.’ I never thought I
had to be better because I was Black,
or I had to be better because I was
gay. I had to be better because I was
responsible for thousands of people
with the virus.”
Johnson usually worked 16-hour
days, seven days a week, planning
care, making certain that medication
and funding were secured, handling
the local and national press, handling
the Board of Supervisors and
competing interests, and supervising
a staff that ranked in the hundreds.
“At some point toward the end,
after ten years of a daily grind,
I figured I needed to step back,
because I didn’t have a life. My life
was my work.”
And so, after performing
executive administrative duties for
The County of Los Angeles, similar
duties at Whitman-Walker Clinic in
Washington, D.C., serving on the
AIDS commission
which assured
��������������
that people of color were getting
���������������
their share of assistance and care,
���������������
serving in an
HIV/AIDS international
����������������
advisory capacity
for such countries
as India, Japan
and The People’s
�����������������
Republic of����������
China, and creating
������������������
numerous AIDS-related
programs
��������������������
and support systems since the first
appearance����������������
of the virus, Johnson
officially retired.
�������
Still, he is not far from the work
and is a member
of several HIV/AIDS
��������������
and community service boards.
���������
“I was given a gift, a gift of
service in something
�������� that I could be
useful in, in something that can help
people, a winning
situation. Sure, I
��������������
didn’t win all the battles. But I never
lost a war.” ���������
������
Stanley Bennett Clay is an author, actor,
playwright, producer and director. His
latest novel is “Looker.”
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A Poem for the Brotha
on the Blue Line
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By Breeze Vincinz

������
�������

i imagined a painting of
and it was made
��������
fauna behind his ear
consistently
relationships and heartbreak
unconditionally���������
played
out
thoroughly
����������������������������������
in wooly
cognizance
������������
����������������������
whose language
i’m sure I could ���������
hear
was as old as the air they
used
the whispers
the roars
���������
�������
����������
������ and
������������
of all of those lovers
�������� �������
i wondered if he knew
man and animal ���������� �������� ����
�������
how beautiful
he
was
if I placed my ear
��������
and how he could hold
right next to his�������
wondrous
stories
and listened
����������
�������
of love
and life�������
and i’m sure that if I did
and loss
he would hear �������
in his very skin
me calling for him
�������
from behind my�������
own flora
������
i knew that if I
������
placed my ear up to his
I could hear one of
���������������������
those rough moments in
man made history
�������
when intimacy existed
�������
inches away from mutilation
����������
and laughter was a breath away
from degradation
����������
when men with loam dirty agendas
hunted men with loam deep souls
and humiliation
������������
was a whisper away
but still
love remained

���

��

���������

����������

Breeze Vincinz lives in Los Angeles. He
can be reached at www.breezevz.com.
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“Awareness must be brought to the door of health care
providers, because you can’t accurately or appropriately
treat people if there is no cultural sensitivity.”

Precious Stallworth
Actions Louder Than Words
By Steven Palmer

I

t can be said that words are like
rainbows, bestowed upon people
to describe and give color to their
faces and forms. Yet, it is human
action and integrity that gives life,
heart, and meaning to words that
help shape one’s character and work.
Precious Stallworth, who accurately
defines herself as driven, committed,
dynamic and fabulous in her roles
as Black lesbian, social activist and
mother, is the epitome of human
action and integrity.
Recognized by many within
the LGBT community for her
tireless and passionate work ethic,
Ms. Stallworth’s leadership and
commitment as Program Manager
for the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian
Center is proof positive that her
actions speak louder than words.
The Center is a nationally
recognized community and healthbased organization that provides
an array of noteworthy services and
programs for the LGBT community,
10
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that myth, because we serve a variety
of people, all types of individuals. I
am really working hard to fight that
perception, particularly in the African
American community because the
African American community needs
our services most.”
Much of her ability to make a
difference in her health care career is
strongly linked to her role as a social
activist.
“Most people don’t view health
care as a social justice movement,
but it is,” she insists. “My role in
the social justice movement, from
a health care aspect, lies in the
need to advance our people, and
when I say our people, I mean
specifically LGBT people. By raising
the level of awareness and creating

greater access to health care, we
automatically become advocates for
social justice. And that awareness
must be brought to the door of
health care providers, because you
can’t accurately or appropriately
treat people if there is no cultural
sensitivity.”

P

recious Stallworth’s work in
the HIV/AIDS service field is
by no means coincidental.
Born in Compton, California,
her father, who was in her life but with
whom she was not close, passed
away in 1993 from complications of
AIDS, possibly contracted through
intravenous drug use.
The actual cause of his death
was not confirmed until after his

most notably STD and HIV/AIDS
screening and treatment programs. It
is where Stallworth, who began her
social services career in 1995, does
her most vigorous work.
“Being at the Center has
afforded me a visibility that allows
me to connect with people who have
the right resources to make things
happen and make a difference,” says
the activist whose experience with
reproductive health education, and
outreach to sex workers, homeless
youth and dually-diagnosed women,
preceded her current activities
surrounding HIV prevention.
Although she describes her
workplace environment as being one
of the most diverse in her career, she
is highly aware and deeply dismayed
that The Center is viewed by many as
“the white agency.”
“Much of that comes from
an inherent distrust of the health
care system, and the location of
The Center outside of the African
American community,” she confesses.
“But I really work hard at dispelling
9th Year Anniversary Edition 2008
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death. Stallworth was later told by her
stepmother the reason her father kept
his illness a secret. He was afraid of
being judged.
“I realized that the death created
from the shame and stigmatization of
AIDS is far greater and much more
painful than the physical death,” she
says. “His death is one of the main
things that ignited my advocacy and
empathy for Black women and men
infected with HIV/AIDS.”
It also made her confront her
own sexuality and her need to come
out.
“Sure, I had that common
self-doubt and terror of being
ridiculed and reduced to inferior
status because I was a lesbian,” she
remembers, “ and I knew I would
have to face hostile and hardened
resistance from family. But living
in the closet created mental and
emotional pressures that almost took
me out of here. It was a struggle
being closeted. It was a struggle
desperately trying to be what my
family wanted me to be and what
community wanted me to be.”
But coming out is what she did,
and with a decided boldness.
“I went straight into advocacy. I
became an advocate for myself. This
was necessary for me to survive, and
it led to my being an advocate for
others.
“One of the greatest challenges
facing the LGBT community is selfacceptance,” she continues. “We
must move beyond the need to have
other people accept us and focus
on accepting ourselves. Once we
do that, we will be able to drive our
movement as a people of color in a
different and more positive direction.”
True to her belief, she does not
regret coming out in spite of her
family’s tepid tolerance.
“In order to live your life boldly,
12
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you have to accept yourself,” she
states proudly.
In living her truth, Precious
Stallworth openly admits to the
challenge of being a single mother
of two children, aged 15 and 7,
while being a passionate activist.
Yet, despite the struggle to balance
her cultural, social and personal
obligations, “my greatest moments
and accomplishments are linked to
being a mother.”

Relationships
Determine
Your

Longevity
In Life

N

onetheless, her greatest
challenge to her passion for
social activism is her own
impatience.
“True change does not happen
overnight,” she reminds herself. “It’s
like chipping away at an iceberg.
Literally. It takes a long, long
time, and no one person can do it
alone. When we band together and
stay committed, true change will
eventually happen.”
When asked how LGBTs might
be able to better embrace and
further ensure successful solutions
to current challenges facing the
community, she adds, “We need to
start coming to the table more. Not
an exclusive table, but an inclusive
one. We need to start coming to the
big table. While I think it’s productive
to work in our circle, we need to
start engaging other circles without
sacrificing who we are.”
And what advice does she have
for the younger generation within
the LGBT community? Because she
believes that the younger generation
has done a better job at selfacceptance, she would encourage
them to “keep up the good work. And
stay grounded. There will always
be another generation after you,
and they will be looking up to you.
Continue to be worthy of being looked
up to.”

By James L. P. Jackson II
“Building relationships is the key to
life. Maintaining them is the secret.
Essentially our relationships, whether
personal or business, reflect how
far we go in life and how good life
will be to us. With each person or
situation that you meet, strive to
understand his or her true purpose
in your life. Accept that position
for the most positive experience or
higher learning. Do not try to hold
on to relationships that have run
their course, but work on those
relationships that continue to help
you grow and mature. Recognize the
difference. Peace and blessings.”
—Rev Run

T

his quote is very inspirational
to me because it helps me
realize the different levels of
relationships. Relationships
truly do reflect how far we go in life
and how good life will ultimately be
to us. Relationships can also do
the exact opposite, which is why it’s
extremely important that one knows
who they have in their circle.
There are many aspects to
achieving longevity in relationships
and life itself.

First.

A wise man once told
me that if those within
your circle aren’t moving
at the same rate as you,
9th Year Anniversary Edition 2008
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possessor opposite goals and
aspirations as you, then it’s
time to change your circle.
Sounds bold and self-righteous, but
it’s the honest truth. Make sure you
have genuine, driven and ambitious
individuals in your circle, who love
what you do, who are traveling in the
same direction as your life’s path.
This is not to say you cannot
have people in your circle who do not
aspire to do the same things as you.
But understand there are different
levels of relationships, and learn to
recognize which ones will take you
to places you would more likely want
to go, and which ones will bring you
the most happiness and success in
your life. If you aspire to be one of the
greats, then surround yourself with
great people.

Second.

Learn to know when
to separate personal
relationships from
professional ones. Often
professional progress may
be determined by a personal
relationship, but be tactful and
understand when to interact with
them. At times it is appropriate,
at times it’s not. Traversing the
professional and the personal can
sometimes lead to the demise of
both, or the success of both.

Third.

Learn to let go of dead
relationships. When you try to
hold on to relationships that have run
their course, you’re only prolonging
the inevitable and not making room
for new ones to develop. Basically be
wise enough to know the difference
between ones that have ended
and ones that continue to promote
progress and positive longevity.
And be a good judge of
14
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character. Tasting the good and the
bad in relationships will sharpen your
judgment, a trial-and-error process to
be sure, but a necessary one.

Bottom line.

If you’re in a circle of unhealthy
relationships, blending the personal
and professional aspects in your life,
or holding on to past relationships
which have run their course, learn to
let go of the negatives and focus on
what will give you the most positive
returns, because it’s all about what
works for you and what brings you
ultimate happiness. Understand that
to accomplish certain things and
achieve particular goals, it takes
discipline in every aspect of your
life, including the maintenance of
relationships.
In addition, never loose sight of
the relationships that mean the most
to you: the one you have with the
spiritual and the one you have with
yourself.
James L. P. Jackson II is CEO of X
Factor Group, LLC. He can be reached
at 310-801-4668 or by visiting www.
xfactorgroup.com,

Hot Restaurant Picks
Village Vegan Restaurant
(Vegetarian) Healthy, hearty,
generous portions. 4067 W. Pico
Blvd. Part of the Catch One complex.

Cultural Arts Picks
Leimert Park Village

Great walking tour of Black culture
including a jazz club, Lucy Florence
Coffee Shop/Theatre, Eso Won
Books, art galleries, African fashion/
gift shops. 43rd Place and Degnan
(three blocks east of Crenshaw).

Beats
Bartenders • Joy • Mike • Zach
GAME ROOM Large Bar & Lounge
Bartenders • Donovon
ROOTS ROOM Karaoke • Music
Videos • Dance Moves with your
hostess Ms. Sherice

Sightseeing Picks
California African
American Museum

Every Tuesday
7:30 p.m.
Village Health Community Room
4067 W. Pico Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90019
(Secured parking at the Catch One)

Inside the galleries of the California
African American Museum in Los
Angeles are living treasures of
African American art, history and
culture. CAAM’s kaleidoscope of art
and history exhibitions is designed
to enhance the public’s knowledge of
the African American’s contribution
to society both past and present.
Near the Coliseum, Natural History
Museum and California Science
Center.
600 State Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90037
213-744-7432
www.caamuseum.org

Club Picks

Fashion Picks

Club 4067

Great-fitting Jeans and
Funky Gear

Men’s Discussion
In The Meantime

The Boiz Are Back!!
21 & Over, Every Saturday
THE SCENE: DANCE NITE!
$7 B4 11pm $10 After
CATCH ONE BALLROOM
Resident DJ Russell
Hip-Hop • R&B • Reggae

n Showtime on Melrose and Santa
Monica Blvd.
n New York New York on Melrose
n Armani Exchange, 3rd St. Promenade
n Platinum Style in Ladera Center
n Barney’s Beverly Hills
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By Doug Cooper-Spencer
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Owing
Obama
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ith Barack Obama
poised to become the
first Black president
of the United States, I
wonder if simply voting for him was
enough? Is there more we owe him
than just our votes?
Looking at Barack Obama’s
ascension, we should step back
and consider more than just his
accomplishments; we should
consider our own accomplishments
as well. What have we done to make
life better not only for ourselves, but
for humanity as a whole? When do
we begin our own ascension? It’s not
that great of a leap to make it happen.
Barack Obama isn’t the first
Black person to take on the mantle
of forming a better world society.
There have been many before
him—some of whom history has
chosen to overlook. Yet, there are
many who are with us today. They are
the women and men who look past
the immediacy of their own lives and
envision a life that holds us all to a
higher standard of thinking, a better
way in which to conduct ourselves.
Some of these men and women
will never take center stage. In fact,
many of them live quietly in our
communities and in our varied
concepts of family. But the
thing they all share is a desire
to see the world transform
into something that is
larger than the world
they’ve been given.
There’s so much
many of us can do.
Yet, we choose to
stand by and watch
without taking action

or we take wrong action based on
fear and the inadequacies of how we
view ourselves. This is where it ends
and this is where it begins.
In Barack Obama and so many
others, we have models from which
to re-build our lives. Use them as
part of your vision. And for those who
have not chosen to see how great life
can be or those who have given in to
the weight of despair, it’s okay to feel
a little daunted. It’s okay to wonder
about your own potential, but know
that the largeness of life is forgiving.
And in it, there’s always room for you
to move on to new ways of living, so
do it.
As for President-elect Obama,
we should all keep in mind that
what we have witnessed is more
than just a rise to the presidency.
We have witnessed the character of
an individual who believes that life
should be held in the highest regard
and that all of us have a hand in
making it happen. He’s right and it’s
something we owe him and others
like him.
Be the greatness in you, hold
onto the rightness of love, then
go out there and make something
happen. Don’t just vote, then sit back
and watch. Embark on your journey.
It’s what we owe the vision Barack
Obama holds before us. It’s what we
owe our models. It’s what we owe
ourselves.
Doug Cooper-Spencer is a writer and
commentator living in Cincinnati. He is
the author of two novels, “This Place of
Men” and “People Like Us,” as well as
short stories and numerous articles that
have appeared in magazines and at his
blog, Doug Cooper-Spencer: The View
From Here. He can be reached at www.
dougcooperspencer.Blogspot.Com.
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“Friendships change like the seasons and although I know
a lot of people, I’m really a loner. True friendships are
those that stand the test of time.”

Tory Scroggins
Doing it on the Stage of Life
By Jeffrey C. King

L

ooks can be deceiving. So
often we see an attractive,
dark-skinned, beautifully
bald-headed young gay
brother like Tory Scroggins, sporting
a contagious smile and a soft voice,
and assume that he is part of the
pack. Wrong. Scroggins is a leader,
a true Doer. At 32 years of age, he is
the only person to have ever initially
produced a play by award-winning
playwright, novelist, director, actor,
and filmmaker Stanley Bennett Clay.
“Armstrong’s Kid,” the controversial
tale of a gay schoolteacher falsely
accused of molesting his best
friend’s 14-year-old son, is currently
enthralling audiences at North
Hollywood’s Theatre Unlimited due to
Scroggins’ tenacious leadership as
producer and star.
A self-confessed work in
progress, this middle child with
two sisters whose single mother’s
worst fears were realized when her
only son turned out to be boldly

18
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gay, broke out of the conservative
shackles of a Sacramento childhood
and took Hollywood by storm, first
as a make-up artist to the likes of
Janet Jackson, then as an actor on
stage, and now as a producer, Tory
Scroggins is the epitome of the old
Teddy Roosevelt mantra: “speak
softly and carry a big stick.”
His visit to the In The Meantime
office was greatly anticipated. Our
conversation, which follows, was a
lesson in leadership that has no age,
only maturity, insight and take-noprisoners forward thinking.
Jeffrey: Start from the beginning.
Tory: Well, let’s see, I was born in
Culver City, California and grew up
in Sacramento. Both my mother and
grandmother raised me. I grew up
around a lot of strong Black women.
I felt at times that my mother was
overly aggressive in her discipline
to compensate for me not having
a father figure in the home. She
seemed to be distant and strict,
overly concerned with me growing up
weak. I feel that this is indicative of a
lot of women whose Black sons grow
up without a father in the home.
I never had a real relationship
with my biological father. I know who
he is and would like to get to know
him now that I have grown up and
have a better understanding of the
situation that surrounded him not
being in my life. But my philosophy is:
it’s life—deal with it. I don’t feel sorry
because of the way things were. All of
my life experiences have helped me
to be the person that I am today.
Jeffrey: Tell me about the Tory
Scroggins transformation.
Tory: When I moved to L.A., I
was at a point in my life when I felt
hopeless. I didn’t have a lot of hope
for a brighter future. I suffered from

low self-esteem and I didn’t feel very
attractive. I was in my 20s and had
no idea that life was just beginning
for me. I was shy and introverted,
and still am to some degree. I was
not comfortable in my own skin. I
always expected the worst because
Sacramento was a very conservative
town and it seemed that my ideas
and aspirations were very different
from those of other young Black men
living there. Most of my peers either
died at the age of 19 or 20, or were
incarcerated. Back then I couldn’t
see the infinite possibilities that I now
experience.
When I first arrived in L.A., it
seemed that the streets were paved
with gold. I suddenly realized that I
could be whatever I wanted to be. I
realized how important it was for kids
to get out from under their families
and experience the world beyond
the limitations of their safety nets,
because safety nets can be shackles.
Friendships change like the
seasons and although I know a lot
of people, I’m really a loner. True
friendships are those that stand the
test of time. Still, the best friend from
back in the day may become the guy
you don’t even speak to today, and
the person who you never imagined
you might ever be close to may
become your greatest supporter.
Today I feel like a success. Success is the realization of your efforts
and focus. It is the manifestation of
your belief in yourself and ultimately
the culmination of all of the things that
equal success for me. I love me, not
because I’m the star and producer
of a play, but because I am the star
and producer of my good life and the
contributions that that good life has
made to the world, to the environment. I think I’ve made a contribution
to humanity, that living the life I live is
a contribution to the betterment of the
9th Year Anniversary Edition 2008
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world. It is being able to say, “Wow, I
did that, I’m doing that.”
Jeffrey: Is there someone who
comes to mind who epitomizes
success for you?
Tory: Well, I’ve been in the
process of applying the principles
of The Secret. I’m about generating
positive energy. I have been reading
and working around The Secret.
I respect Puff Daddy and how he
focused his life to become who he is
today. Everything that he set his mind
to do he has done. He never gave
up on himself. He constantly affirms
that he can do anything. Tyler Perry
is another example of someone who
continues to make things happen in
his life.
Sometimes we forget that all
of these people are just normal
people. But they are out there making
things happen. We are not victims or
prisoners of our environments. These
two people have not been afraid to
take chances. And now, neither am I.
I have an affirmation board that
keeps me focused. It works for me. I
tell myself that I will be successful. It
is happening as I speak. I continue to
meditate on it. I focus on the infinite
possibilities of life and dismiss the
negative.
I just turned 32 and this is the
first time that I really feel like a man.
I feel empowered enough that I can
really be about what I say I’m about.
I’m reaching higher. I’m turning all of
the things that I want to do into the
things that I’m currently doing.
I’ve accomplished something that
I’ve never done before. I’m producing
a play and I’ve discovered a passion
for producing. It was a matter of
taking a chance and being open to
having a new experience. It is one of
the things that I am most proud of.
I’m an actor as well. Acting has
20
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really helped me to explore multiple
aspects of myself, and that is something that most people will never get
to do. What I really mean is that you
get to express different emotions and
feelings, and that it’s OK to feel any
way you want to; any way you need
to. It’s a lot of “what ifs.” You don’t
have to feel embarrassed about being
vulnerable, or sad, or confused. You
simply are allowed to express whatever emotion the scene calls for.
Jeffrey: What do you think about
the younger generation?
Tory: Hell, I am the younger
generation! But sometimes we’re too
serious and uptight. I’d love to see us
stop being so culturally ghettoized,
to move beyond our comfort zone,
to experience different cultures, and
to learn about the history of things
beyond the circumferences of our
little worlds and interests. I want
to see us take chances and not be
afraid of failure. You’ll never learn to
ride a bike if you don’t fall off of one a
couple of times.
Jeffrey: So what’s next?
Tory: I’m looking forward to the
national tour of Armstrong’s Kid
and acting in more independent film
projects and stage plays that reveal
the true stories behind real people.
I’m looking forward to more
producing experiences that bring
better theater to L.A. A good play can
help you open up and explore issues
in your own life. Film helps people
escape, and that’s ok. Live theatre is
about being moved and provoked and
pissed-off and changed. And that’s
what I want to do to people. I want to
move and provoke them, piss them
off, and change them.
Jeffrey C. King is Executive Director of In
The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc.

Wellness
Programs

“Creating Unity and Affirming
our Common Bond”

(Designed for Black gay, SGL,
and bi-sexual men)

• NIA (Purpose)
Men of all ages
• MYLIFE MYSTYLE
Ages 18-29
• The GAAME Plan
Ages 18-29
• The POWER Project
Ages 18-29
• Wellness for Life
Black Men’s Health
Conference
• Umoja (Unity)
Empowerment Retreat

Community
Cultural
Celebrations
(Open to All)

• Kwanzaa Celebration
• King Day Celebration

Community
Forums
(Open to All)

• National Black HIV/
AIDS Awareness Day
• World AIDS Day

Taskforces
(Open to All)

• South Los Angeles
Crystal Meth Taskforce
(SO LA METH)
• Los Angeles African
American Gay Men’s
Taskforce (LAAAGMT)

We are the safe
space where Black
gay, same gender
loving, and bi-sexual
men can heal and
celebrate community,
culture and wellness.
Serving Our Community Since 1999
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.
4067 W. Pico Blvd.
Los Angeles, California 90019
www.inthemeantimemen.org
www.mylifemystyle.net, solameth.org
inthemeantimemen@aol.com
323-733-4868 office
323-733-4877 fax
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Home for the
Holidays

Health
Conference

Divas &
Diamonds

AIDSWalk

Umoja Retreat

World AIDS Day
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“Our poetry, our dance, our gospel or blues: we can tell
our stories with our fabric. We must tell our stories.
We must do our stuff.”

Stephen Semien
Proudly Struts Our Stuff
By Stanley Bennett Clay

I

t matters little that director,
choreographer, singer, dancer,
actor, playwright and composer
Stephen Semien has a lot on
his plate. This proud and prodigious
Black gay single father has a hearty
appetite and a need to feed it and
share the goods from his banquet
table with his Black and Black gay
community.
The Artistic Director of Urban
Arts Theatre West, a performance
company celebrating what Semien
calls “our stuff,” he draws on his long
and stellar career on the Broadway,
national and international theater
scene to provide a professional
outlet for local and visiting artists and
quality theater to the underserved
Black audience.
He is also a praise dance director
at Holman United Methodist Church
and Grant A.M.E. Church.
“Churches now are doing praise
dances like they do choirs,” he
explains. “They hire professional
24
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people like me to come and create
a Praise Dance Ministry. I now have
three ministries in each church. I have
groups of under-12 dancers, 12-tocollege-age groups, and my adult
ministries which are usually ladies
over forty who want to just move and
participate.”
But Urban Arts Theatre West,
inspired by Stephen’s mentor, the late
Vonette Carroll who became the first
Black female director to win a Tony
Award, is Stephen’s passion.
“Our poetry, our dance, our
gospel or blues: we can tell our
stories with our fabric,” says the
Award-winning creator of the musical
Children of the Night and the star of
such Broadway shows as Your Arms
Too Short to Box with God and Don’t
Bother Me, I Can’t Cope, “We must
tell our stories. We must do our stuff.”
The Urban Arts Theatre can be
reached at 323-785-5498.
Stanley Bennett Clay is an author, actor,
playwright, producer and director. His
latest novel is “Looker.”
9th Year Anniversary Edition 2008
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Books

In The Meantime

Read Children
Read!

Reviews by Stanley Bennett Clay

A Father and Son Fight
Two Different Wars
Joseph

Only time will tell. But in the
meantime, Joseph traverses the
mean streets of his emotional
existence with as much admirable

Shelia P. Moses
McElderry Publishing Co.

W

hile his father Peter is
off fighting the war in
Iraq, 15-year-old Joseph
Flood is in a battle of his own: one
as emotionally taxing, politically
questionable, and rife with as many
(if not more) innocent casualties than
the Middle East engagement.
The spiritual death of so many
young African American males at
the hands of political neglect, drugaddicted babies having babies,
and the systemic indoctrination of
self-hate and short life expectancy
‘encouraged’ by neglectful
bureaucracy, bad parents, and gang
pimps is a numbing reality that just
might break out of a long national
coma with the promise of change
offered by a new, no-nonsense leader
of the free world rejecting all things
brave young Joseph is forced to
battle.
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dedication and personal conflict
as his father who is fighting for his
country, trying to stay alive, and
manage to be a good father to his
only child.
Joseph’s biggest challenge

is a mother so nefarious that she
hardly deserves the love her son so
devoutly offers. That mother Betty
is a lying, whoring, welfare-cheating
crack head is the least of her ill
traits. Her faux affections for her
child, her subtle neglect make her
the worst kind of maternal monster,
one that a biased justice system
seems to always favor over a decent,
hard-working father.
Joseph narrates with a sad and
sensitive calm, opening his story at
his new school, where he doesn’t
want his new homeroom teacher
to shake his mother’s hand, fearing
she’ll notice the fingertip burn marks
from Betty smoking cigarettes down
to the filter, marijuana every night,
and from smoking crack pipes singed
to a crusty brown.
A good kid and a smart kid,
Joseph is aware of how much
everyone wants to help him by taking
him away from his mother, but he
stays loyally by her side, knowing
that he’s all she’s got. Living with
her in a homeless shelter (Betty lost
the house left to her by Joseph’s
grandfather, and spends the welfare
money and child support money she
gets from Joseph’s dad on drugs,
drinks and general good times),
Joseph resists leaving his mom to go
live with his loving aunt and uncle,
a lawyer and an airline pilot, unless
they allow his mother to come live
with them, too. Reluctantly they give
in, and with the appearance of Betty
comes all the attendant drama of a
Boyz In The Hood invasion of The
Huxtables.
Even when he overhears his
mother’s hurtful truth about his
existence, his love is undaunted.
He simply continues to make good
grades, win tennis matches, be the
best young man that he can be, and
hope for the best.

This young adult novel is a must
read for any young man living under
trying domestic/parental situations.
In spite of his terrible mother, Joseph
is a reflection of the wonderful
Black men in his life: his father, his
grandfather and his Uncle Todd.
Author Moses should be commended
for creating these wonderfully
believable role models—these
Obamamen.
And although the writing might
seem a tad simplistic, the points are
well made. Perseverance in the face
of major obstacles remains a simple
truth.

A Story of GoodLooking, GoodNatured, GoodHearted, Good Black
Gay Catches
My Man, My Boyz
Dwayne Vernon
Norcarjo Publishing Co,

D

wayne Vernon’s novel
“My Man, My Boyz” is
over-simplistic, somewhat
predictable, at times implausible,
but thoroughly enjoyable, feel-good
reading. In his zest to celebrate
friendship, brotherhood, committed
relationships and love (both Agape
and Eros) in the Black male samegender-loving community, Vernon
often becomes an overly enthusiastic
cheerleader whose words tumble
more from the heart than the mind.
But you have to love a guy who
makes you love every main character
in his book, including an heroic excon living in a halfway house under
the watchful eye of his parole officer.
Good-looking, good-natured,
9th Year Anniversary Edition 2008
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good-hearted, and good catches
each and every one of them, this self-

effacing clique of socially-conscious,
financially stable, spirituallygrounded, responsible and respectful
brothas would make the most isolated
outsider feel welcomed.
Tighter than the girls in “Sex and
the City” sans the pretensions and
sexual obsessions, this golden gang
of upscale Houston homies, each
man enough to be boyz and each
other’s boyz, is a celebration of the
best of who we are and the best we
hope to achieve, even though the
story starts off tragically.
Tariff’s long-time partner James
is killed during a random act of
violence sparked by homophobia.
Tariff’s best friends Tyrell, Mike
and Reese (themselves long-time
partners), Jay, and Demetrious
naturally rally to his support. Chuck,
a gifted and good-hearted ex-con,
enters the scene via Jay and new
sparks fly.
28
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Reese, a pro athlete, decides
to celebrate his signing of a bigfigure contract by treating his crew,
including Chuck, to a trip to South
Beach, Florida. Chuck’s street savvy
averts a jacking in the making, at the
cost of his own safety, only for his
secret past to surface and threaten
the bond of friendship he has now
become a part of.
Mike struggles with the rejection
of his homophobic dad while Duante,
a jealous and short-tempered
breeder, suspecting that his girl is
having an affair with Demetrious
(unaware that she’s simply a beard for
her gay running buddy), perpetrates
yet another Nellie-on-the-railroadtracks crisis.
Oh yes, author Vernon keeps the
melodrama dripping like good maple
syrup, and in spite of some minor
editorial gaffes and an unresolved
back story involving slashed tires and
crank calls, “My Man, My Boyz” is a
thoroughly delightful read.
Dwayne Vernon is a hopeless
romantic, God bless his heart, a heart
that he gives only half-heartedly to
conflict, tragedy, malfeasance and
negativity.
And yes, get the hankies out
because “My Man, My Boyz” has
more than it’s share of Oprah tears.
This is not a book for you cynics out
there, unless you’re amenable to a
little conversion therapy.
Vernon teases by ending his
novel with the first chapter of his
upcoming sequel. I can’t wait to see
what My Boyz are up to next, and
then what they’re up to after that.
Vernon has created the beginning
of what could be a wonderful series
where good guys finish first.
Stanley Bennett Clay is an author, actor,
playwright, producer and director. His
latest novel is “Looker.”

Eating Healthy
Be Careful What You
Put in Your Mouth

W

in sunflower oil and then smothered
e are proud to announce—
in a smoky BBQ sauce. Looking for a
and invite you to come in
light meal? Vegan Village also offers
and taste—the Soul/Mex
salads ranging from Raw Kale Salad
creations of the Vegan Village.
to the best Potato Salad this side
You’ll be amazed by Vegan Vilof the Mississippi. Let us not forget
lage’s tasty natural vegetable meals:
about dessert. Come in and try the
BBQ dumplings, tostadas, burritos,
Coconut and Almond Bar made with
wheat burgers, falafel sandwiches,
raw almonds, coconut, liquid lecithin,
vegetarian shrimp po’ boy and soy ice
dates, agaves and carob chips or just
creams to name a few. Once again,
sit back and enjoy the Sweet Potato
Jewel Thais-Williams, the nationally
Pie.
honored community health activist,
Jewel is also the founder of the
is opening the Vegan Village Internet
Village Health Foundation which
Cafe, serving up some of the best
provides affordable, accessible
vegan Soul/Mex cuisine in the greater
and effective professional services
Los Angeles area. Located on the
in complementary medicine to the
corner of Norton and Pico, The Vegan
community. She is an authority on
Village Internet Cafe is poised to be
Traditional Chinese Medicine and
the closest thing to your mother’s
Acupuncture. Now
kitchen—save the
Richard Cryer, Head Chef
she is, once again,
meat.
reveling in her love of
The menu is
cooking and healthy,
an eclectic mix with
sensual dishes for all
everything from
to enjoy.
a homemade apple ciVegan Village is
der-dressed Wakame
located at 4061 W.
Salad to soy fried
Pico Blvd. It is open
Hot Wings. Some of
daily from 11 a.m.
the menu’s highlights
until 9 p.m. seven
include the Nutmeat
days a week. For
Chili Wrap made with
more information
Brazilian nuts and
you can check out
assorted veggies all
the website at www.
wrapped in a mariveganvillagecafe.
nated collard green
com, or call 323-766leaf, or try the BBQ
9773.
Tofu dumplings fried
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Calendar

relationships and how
these relationships or
the lack thereof impact
the lives of adult Black
men and adolescents.

FIRST QUARTER 2009

March 10, 2009

Open Group

feminine and masculine
energy of you.

February
2009
ONE VOICE

January
2009

January 13, 2009
The Power of the Mind

January is a time for
new beginnings. This
month is dedicated to
assisting Brothers in
tapping into the power
that exists within. This
collection of topics
will address mental,
physical and emotion
wellbeing.

Katrice Jackson
This round circle
discussion will explore
the power of the mind to
overcome matter.

POWERFUL

January 6, 2009
The Power of the Body

Give Me Body

This round circle
discussion will explore
the mind-body
connection and how we
create a healthier, fit
body temple.
30
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Free Your Mind
and the Rest
Will Follow

January 20, 2009
The Power of Spirit
Book Signing: “Street
Child, an Unpaved
Passage.” Book: $19.99
January 27, 2009
The Power of the Heart

Loving in a
World Where
Few Hearts
Survive

This round circle discussion will explore the

9th Year Anniversary Edition 2008

National Black HIV/
AIDS Awareness
Month: (A focus on
the Black community).
The entire month is
devoted to providing an
open community HIV/
AIDS dialogue. All are
welcome to attend and
are encouraged to bring
your families.
February 3, 2009

HIV is in My
Family

This Open Community
Dialogue will address
the broader Black L.A.
community in identifying
the root causality, cultural and systemic barriers
that impede progress
while identifying solutions and a communitywide effort to handle
HIV/AIDS in the Black
community.
February 10, 2009

Do Black Gay
Men Go to
Heaven When
They Die?
Jeffrey C. King

March 17, 2009

Sometimes I
Feel Like I Can’t
Move Forward

This intimate family
dialogue will explore
the effectiveness of the
church in addressing
HIV/AIDS for Black
gay men. Is the church
capable of dealing with
HIV/AIDS and Black
homosexual men?

dialogue will explore
the voices and hearts
of young Black men
and women who will
share their views on
HIV/AIDS and how it is
impacting their choices
about sex, intimacy, and
relationships.

February 17, 2009

March
2009

Open Group

March 3, 2009

Other times I feel more
American than African.
This open dialogue
will explore and help
brothers to reconcile the
fullness of who they say
they are.

Can Our Sisters
Really Say No
to Unprotected
Sex?

This intimate family
dialogue will explore
the voices and heart of
Black women around
the issues of love and
trust for their men and
the rise in the rate
of HIV among Black
women. How does baby
momma drama play
into the equation? How
can we work to help
educate and protect our
sisters?
February 24, 2009

Young People
are Having Sex?

Christian Fleming
Young people are
having unprotected sex?
This intimate family

This masterfully
facilitated session will
address early childhood
trauma and how one
can move beyond blame
and victimhood to a
state of wellness.
March 24, 2009
March 31, 2009

Sometimes I
Feel Like I’m
More African
than American

SomeTimes
I Feel
Sometimes
I Feel Like a
Fatherless Child
This masterfully
facilitated session will
address father and son

In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.
4067 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019
Telephone 323-733-4868
Mailing: P.O. Box 29861, Los Angeles, CA 90029
WEB
www.inthemeantimemen.org
www.mylifemystyle.net
www.solameth.org
FACEBOOK
inthe meantime [the space is correct]
MY SPACE
www.myspace.com/inthemeantimemen
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