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Statement from
the Founder

Celebrate Now!
By Jeffrey C. King

I

n The Meantime salutes Los
Angeles Black Pride 2011, “ So
Caliente.” The planning team
and board members of ATBLA
have been working fiercely to bring
to Los Angeles a week of events
and activities that we can all be
proud of.
I can remember being excited
about attending the Pride Week
growing up in Los Angeles in
the early ’80s and today I am
still amazed at the dedication
and consistency of those who
continue this legacy of Black LGBT
Affirmation.
The senior team of Wendell
Carmichael and the one and only
Michael Flowers continues to be
the backbone and long standing
directors of the Pride team. I have
watched them for years working
from dawn to dusk to insure that
Pride in LA happens every year.
With the combination of a solid
board of directors and a host of
volunteers and supporters, this
year’s Pride is guaranteed to be
one of the most, ‘Caliente’ (hottest)
ever.
In The Meantime has selected
“Celebrate Now” as the theme for
our annual Pre-Pride reception.
Each year leading up to the actual
week of pride we dedicate an
evening to bring the LA family
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together before company arrives.
This year’s all white event is held
at our very own Kickback Lounge
and Patio. We will recognize 16
organizations that exist to uplift,
affirm, protect and to celebrate the
Black LGBT community and those
who love us.
We have much to be proud of
as Black and Black LGBT people
living and loving in Los Angeles.
The following lists of organizations
are here to serve you and in return
I ask that you support and uplift the
amazing work that each of these
committed resources facilitates.
Celebrate now the gift of life,
choice, and freedom of expression.

Celebrate your ability to love and
your capacity to receive love. Be
a fierce lesbian, gay/same gender
loving, bisexual and transgender
expression of God.
“Celebrate Now” with 16
amazing reasons to be proud:
m Jewel Thais Williams and
The Catch One Disco
m In The Meantime Men’s
Group, Inc.
m United Lesbians of African
Heritage
m Black Lesbians United
m Here to Stay
m Elders Group
m ATB Los Angeles Black
Pride

m
m
m
m
m
m
m
m
m

J ordan Rustin Coalition
Alpha Omega Nu
Friendship Club
Unity Fellowship of Christ
Church
Minority AIDS Project
Black Artist Collective
Los Angeles Black LGBT
Network
Transcend Empowerment
Institute
Black LGBT Project

Happy Pride,
Let the Celebration begin!
Jeffrey C. King is Executive Director of
In The Meantime Men’s Group, Inc.
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The Bones Do Talk (Gloverlane Press), the highly-anticipated second novel
in Tashia Asanti’s, “Violet Brown Psychic Series” is on the shelves now!
Get your copy at www.tashiaasanti.com.
Purchase in June or Pride Month and get your book autographed by the author!
Book signings coordinated by Max Oliver, PR Agency & Literary Firm www.mcoliverpr.com

Calendar

3RD QUARTER, 2011

In The Meantime’s
Brothers Reaching
Brothers, (BRB)
BRB is an 11-yearold social discussion
group that is committed
to maintaining a safe
social environment for
Black and Black gay,
same gender loving and
bisexual men 18 and
older.
4067 W. Pico Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90019
Every Tuesday
7-9 p.m.
Refreshments served
Relaxed social
environment
Free and open to all
Black men
3rd Quarter BRB Topics:
Check us out at www.
inthemeantimemen.
org. Become our friend
on Facebook at Jeffrey
King. Look for our logo,
the pyramid and sun.

July

How Do You
Love a Black
Man?
A Focus on Love, Sex
and Relationships
Tuesdays
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

August

Balance

A Focus on Wellness,
Mental, Physical,
Emotional Well-Being
Tuesdays
August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23
August 30
September

All About Me
A Focus on Personal
Development,
Experience the Life
Coaches
Tuesdays
September 6
September 13
September 20
September 27
Summer 2011
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Summer
Time
By Deon Lucas
Conceptual photo by www.SamanthaAbernathy.com

I

t’s hard to believe that summer
is almost upon us already. Soon,
it will be time to retire those
cashmere sweaters, cardigans,
and coats, no matter how good
they look. Summer is a light season
that is best accentuated in fashion
by bright colors. Be bold. Don’t be
afraid to incorporate colors such as
purple, green, pink, yellow, and teal
in accessories such as ties, hats,
and watches.
A brighter striped tie will make
any dull suit stand out and look
alive and vibrant. Just be sure to
wear the bright striped tie against
a plain dress shirt to avoid
a clash of stripe patterns.
Brands such as Ben Sherman,
Urban Outfitters, and Band of
Outsiders offer a plethora of
nicely designed ties starting
at just $28.
The straw fedora is made
for summer. It is light and can
dress up even a casual pair of
jeans. The straw fedora can be
tan, blue, white, or even light grey.
The striped band around the fedora
could be any color, preferably bright
Summer 2011
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to add flavor to the hat.
Watches aren’t for everyone.
However, they make a great accessory. This spring, try ditching the
plastic and leather band watches
and opt for a classier upgrade. A
watch with a metal/silver band and
bold face color will definitely set
itself apart from other “ordinary”
watches. A red, green, orange,
purple or yellow face will make any
watch stand out in a good way.
Remember that wearing bright
colors is all about coordination.
Don’t overdo it and don’t clash
colors and patterns. Simply go with
the colors that attract you and keep
the bold colors limited to two. When
it comes to completing an outfit
with boldly bright colors, whether
dressy or casual, less is definitely
more.
Even though every “list” is
somewhat subjective, there are a
few certainties. Summer is around
the corner and now is the time to
liven up one’s wardrobe with colors,
lighter fabrics, and accessories.
Here is a list, in no particular order,
of this summer’s must have items.

The V-neck Tee

Whether it’s vintage or a
plain old T-shirt from the Gap,
the look is definitely classic yet
simple. Since the main focus
would be on the decolletage,
avoiding busy patterns would be
ideal. Try opting for some color
variations to give the tee a little
more style. Just a reminder, the
plain white v-neck tee is always
a winner.

The Messenger Boy Hat

We’ve all seen them on all
types of people. The messenger boy hat surfaced over half a
century ago, but is here to stay.
12
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Movie icons such as Marlon
Brando sported one, and emcee/
thespian Mos Def keeps one for
every occasion. The Messenger
hat comes in several fabrics
appropriate for the different
seasons. Be sure to reserve the
wool caps for the fall and winter
and bring out the linen and
cotton messenger hats for the
summer.

The Silver Wrist Band

Many men are not particularly fond of jewelry. However,
a simple silver bracelet will be
the perfect finishing touch for
an outfit. Make sure that the
bracelet is authentic silver (with
the code 925 engraved) because
any imitation would just look
cheap and turn your wrist green.
Always wear any wrist accessories on the hand used the least.
For example, a man who is righthanded would wear the silver
wristband on his left hand.

T

hese looks and many others
can be found at the virtual
retail store ‘Lucas Rags n
Riches’, www.stores.ebay.com/
LucasRagsnRiches
They carry designers such
as Marc Jacobs, John Varvatos,
Diesel, Bally, Salvatore Ferragamo,
Yves Saint Laurent, Christian Dior,
and Armani.
Another great place to shop for
the latest fashions for a reasonable
price is Z. Loft Boutique, located in
downtown LA at 215 W. 6th St. Los
Angeles, CA 90014.
Deon Lucas is an actor, writer
and stylist. He can be reached
at www.imdb.com/name/
nm2223310, www.facebook.com/
Deon19Lucas?ref=profile, www.stores.
ebay.com/Lucas-Rags-n-Riches
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Everywhere Books Are Sold
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In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc.

“Creating Unity and Affirming Our Common Bond”

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc.
Creating Unity and Affirming Our Common Bond

10th Annual

Wellness
for Life

Umoja (Unity)
Retreat
2011
Intimacy…In To Me I See
‘A Transformative Experience
Exploring the Common Bond’

‘I Am Powerful’

Mentally, Physically, Spiritually
Financially and Politically

2011 Black Men’s
Health Conference
Saturday
August 13, 2011

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Wilshire Plaza Conference Center
3515 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90010
FREE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC
www.inthemeantimemen.org
For additional information
323-733-4868
Meet some of the Nation’s leading
healthcare professionals and Black
men from every walk of life for a
day of education, empowerment and
mobilization. Workshops to include:
The Politics of Black Manhood, Beyond
the Physical and Building Better Bodies

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc.

September 16-18, 2011
Camp Hollywoodland
3200 Canyon Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90068
Register today.
Only 50 slots available.
Call 323-733-4868 for an
application.

In The Meantime’s Retreat is a
moment in time when Black men
of all ages and backgrounds come
together for a weekend of Umoja
(Unity). Brothers will individually
and collectively release, relax,
reveal, revive, regenerate and
recreate themselves.

In The Meantime
Men’s Group, Inc.
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The Black LGBT Manifesto:
Invisible No More
by Jeffrey C. King and edited by Stanley Bennett Clay

IN THE MIDST of so much positive change and continued
challenges, a universal celebration is truly and aptly underway. The
banquet has begun and the abundance of nourishment and libation fill
the table to overflowing. Revelers of every sort sit side by side as brothers
and sisters, husbands and wives, parents and children, co-workers and
cohorts, old and new friends, former foes and the newly freed, Black and
white, brown and yellow, gay and lesbian, bi and trans.
In the midst of so much positive change and continued challenges,
the LGBT community has indeed secured a seat at the banquet table. And
that is good and powerful and encouraging.
But the monolithic viewpoint of who the LGBT community is belies
the realities of, not only its vast nuances, but of its mighty parts that are
separate, cooperating and vitally self-identified communities within the
larger community, within the American community.
ONE SUCH SEPARATE, cooperating and vitally self-identified
community is the Black LGBT Community.
Black invisibility in America is slowly but surely becoming a thing
of the past, due greatly to self-motivation and achievement against
sometimes-insurmountable odds and the generous efforts of non-Black
friends, supporters, and visionaries.
In every aspect of American life, African Americans have climbed
to the mountaintop, assessed the rich valleys, and have employed their
extraordinary skills, cunning, intellect, talent, and survival gifts to farm
the land of opportunity and achieve greatness in record time. Few ethnic
communities have risen from slavery to leadership as quickly as America’s
Black community.
AND YET, the Black LGBT Community, that separate, cooperating
and vitally self-identified community within the larger community,
has been seen as unseen by so many, condescended and relegated to
second-chair status at the banquet table, part of us seated behind the
Summer 2011
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mainstream LGBT community, part of us seated behind the mainstream
African American community, part of us sharing second place seating
behind both. We sit invisibly behind the gilded fan chairs of two
communities we love, honor and respect, and yet are often frustrated by.

BUT MAKE NO MISTAKE. We are fully aware that it is the
combination of mainstream condescension and certainly our own slow
action and lack of assertiveness that is the culprit of our dilemma, our
invisibility.
Well we, the Los Angeles Black LGBT Community, are invisible no
more! From this day forward we, as a united front, shall use our political,
social, cultural, spiritual, and financial arsenal to have our voices heard,
our rights respected, and our lives lived happily and freely.
FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, we claim a front seat at the
banquet table where who we are, what we are, and how we live and love
will be an equal part of the dinner conversation.
From this day forward, you will get to know us as ordinary Americans
fighting extraordinary discrimination with the fierceness of Bayard Rustin,
Sojourner Truth, and Martin Luther King, Jr.
From this day forward, we will educate you with regards to our
rich history, dating back to pre-colonial Africa, when we were the highly
respected tribal gatekeepers.
From this day forward, you will learn of our families, and come to
understand that they are no different from yours.
From this day forward, we will make you aware of our Black gay
youth, disproportionately exposed to parental rejection, racism, gay
bashing, murder, poverty, drug use, HIV/AIDS, and teenage suicide.
From this day forward, we boldly reject separate-but-equal treatment
and vigorously demand constitutional protection from the tyranny of the
majority when it comes to marriage.
From this day forward, we will scrutinize our political leaders, media
and churches with greater discrimination, and spend our Black gay dollars
with greater prudence.
From this day forward, we officially declare our community as a
visible and vital community in America, and indeed the world.
AND SO ON THIS DAY, we, the Los Angeles Black LGBT
Community, officially declare ourselves a force to be reckoned with,
feasting upon the delicacies of America’s great promise, conversing,
debating and negotiating on an equal basis, even as we break bread, drink
the wine of our great nation’s prosperity and goodness, share laughter and
tears and the spoils of our collective hard work, full citizens in this great
nation, seen and heard, and INVISBLE NO MORE.
The Los Angeles Black LGBT Community
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